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MEMBER FOR BALCATTA 

“Inquiry into Fire and Emergency Services Legislation” — Implementation of Recommendations —  
Personal Explanation 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [4.54 pm]: The Minister for Emergency Services, in seeking to defend himself, 
attacked me in what I believe was a malicious and totally false way. Under a personal explanation I cannot enter 
into debate. I will not enter into debate, but perhaps the opportunity will arise at another time to debate some of 
the things the minister said and to really show how poor that was. All I will do is seek a personal explanation to 
put on the record some of the facts.  

I became Minister for Emergency Services in early 2006. In late 2006, the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee delivered its report titled “Inquiry into Fire and Emergency Services Legislation”. This 
report made 88 recommendations. Contrary to what the minister said, I reported to the house as required under 
the standing orders, but I was late in doing so. I did that in March 2007. Again contrary to what the minister said, 
I was actively involved with senior people in the Fire and Emergency Services Authority in seeking to 
implement the recommendations of that report. I met with those people on many occasions and had piles of 
paperwork delivered to me, which I went through and annotated, and gave direction on how we might implement 
those recommendations. I was somewhat frustrated that the process was taking so long. That was because FESA 
went out again to consult with a broad section of the community on the 88 recommendations. Anyone who 
knows something about FESA, and members on both sides of the house have been involved —  

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I refer to standing order 148; a personal explanation is to be “of a personal nature”. It is 
not an opportunity to debate or recap history. If the member wants to do that, we will give him plenty of 
opportunity. This is not a personal explanation. It is not of a personal nature in any sense and the member knows 
it.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: May I continue, Mr Speaker? 

The SPEAKER: I have given the call to the member for Balcatta and I am sure that the member for Balcatta 
knows the standing orders very well.  

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I am seeking to comply with the standing orders. 

The point I was making was that I was attacked for not proceeding with the recommendations when I was 
minister, and I am giving a personal explanation on why it took so long—FESA went out to consult. The reason 
it went out to consult was a very good one; there are many players in this area and we really wanted to get them 
on board. After some months, I told FESA to cut short that consultation and proceed with the legislation. Of 
course, we went to the election before that legislation could be brought in, but I note that in 2009 the current 
minister brought in legislation that basically picked up the things that I had been working on. To explain that, 
members need to recognise that not all of the 88 recommendations required legislation; however, a deal of that 
legislation was going to be quite complex. I had taken out of those recommendations a small number of reforms 
that could be done fairly quickly. The now minister did that when he came into government; he simply picked up 
all the work I had done and brought it in and —  

The SPEAKER: Member for Balcatta, I have given you the opportunity under standing order 148 to give a 
personal explanation. I have not given you the opportunity under standing order 148 to enter into debate, but that 
is what you are beginning to do. I have given you plenty of time to make this personal explanation. Member for 
Balcatta, if you wish to raise this on another sitting day in another way, I will also enable that process. As you 
very well know and as the Premier has reminded us, under standing order 148 this is not a time when things are 
debated. If you are going to make any further brief statements or explanations, I will accept that, but I will sit 
you down if you start to debate the issue.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I am making a personal explanation to defend myself against the unwarranted and 
untruthful attacks. I need to put on the record that, with the help of federal money, I was the minister who first 
got the large Elvis helicopters to come here to fight fires. I was the minister at the time. I was the minister who 
went to cabinet and got extra money for full-time Fire and Emergency Services Authority officers. I was the 
minister who met with the CEO and the board on a number of occasions, whereas this minister has not. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Balcatta, I have given you an opportunity under standing order 148. I have also 
given you an indication that if you wish to raise this issue on another day in this place, I am sure you will be 
enabled to do that and I will give you the call to ensure that you can do that. I would ask you to take a look at 
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standing order 148 again and fulfil the requirements of it. If you are not going to fulfil the requirements, I will sit 
you down. This is the last opportunity that I will give you, member for Balcatta.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Standing order 148 states that “a member may explain a matter of a personal nature”. For 
someone who served as Minister for Emergency Services, to have things said that are malicious and untrue is a 
personal attack. It is a personal attack and, therefore, I believe it is appropriate under standing order 148 not to 
canvass the modus of the attacker or why the attacker may be doing this, but to simply put on the record the 
truth. The truth relates to my record as Minister for Police and Emergency Services, which is that I actually got 
extra money for extra firefighters. I actually got the money to bring in Elvis, the first major helicopter for 
fighting fires. It was my predecessor, the member for Midland, who got the first helicopters for fighting fires. 
Before that, it was fixed-wing aircraft. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I again refer to standing order 148. This is not a personal explanation. It seems to be a 
competition of who ordered more helicopters. It has absolutely nothing to do with a personal nature relating to 
the member for Balcatta. He should sit down and we should just get on with the business of the house. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: It is personal because the minister actually said things about me that were false, and I am 
answering the question. 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, member for Balcatta. I am not interested in debate on this issue. I have given you 
plenty of opportunities to use standing order 148. You have used 148. That is the end of the opportunity. 
 


